Construction activities during the replacement and upgrading of the State Highway 21 bridge over the Brazos River in Burleson County uncovered a previously unknown portion of archaeological Site 41BU16, the Reading Site, within the State Department of Highways and Public Transportation (SDHPT) right-of-way. Efforts by local concerned citizens resulted in the salvaging of one partially intact burial and the notification of the SDHPT cultural resources staff. Evidence recovered during SDHPT testing indicates that the area was occupied over an extensive period of time from the Archaic Period to the Late Prehistoric Period. Also indicated is a late nineteenth and early twentieth century settlement. No additional burials were recovered during the testing. Evidence from the testing demonstrates that sufficient materials are present to warrant the nomination of Site 41BU16 to the National Register of Historic Places.
l -s t a n d a r d , two l a n e f a c i l i t y ( Fig. 2 ) . C o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e eastbound l a n e s w i l l be on new l o c a t i o n and t h e west-bound l a n e s w i l l be a t t h e p r e s e n t s i t e of t h e Brazos River Bridge (Fig. 3) .
The e x i s t i n g b r i d g e is a narrow 22 f t . s t r u c t u r e , 1,186 f t . l o n g , w i t h a v e r t i c a l c l e a r a n c e of 1 5 f t . 11 i n . The s t r u c t u r e i s a t h r o u g h -t r u s s s p a n f a c i l i t y of s t e e l I-Beam and t r e a t e d timber c o n s t r u c t i o n . The b r i d g e h a s been determined n o t t o m e e t t h e c r i t e r i a f o r i n c l u s i o n w i t h i n t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e , 41BU16, a l s o known a s t h e Reading S i t e , i s l o c a t e d on t h e s o u t h bank and h i g h t e r r a c e of t h e r i v e r on a n upland p o i n t of l a n d above t h e Brazos River v a l l e y ( F i g . 1 ) . C u l t u r a l evidence i s s c a t t e r e d o v e r a wide a r e a from roughly 200 f e e t w e s t of t h e Southern P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d t r a c k s t o 200 f t . e a s t of S.H. 21 ( F i g . 2 ) . A l l t h a t remains of t h e s i t e w i t h i n t h e highway right-of-way i s a s t r i p of l a n d approximately 220 f t . north-south by 40 f t . east-west ( F i g . 2 ) . Because of l a c k of s u p p o r t i v e d a t a and p r i o r d i s r u p t i o n t o t h e a r e a from b o t h r a i l r o a d and highway cons t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s , i t i s u n c e r t a i n i f t h e remaining c u l t u r a l e v i d e n c e r e p r e s e n t s one s i t e o r i f i t i n f a c t r e p r e s e n t s s e v e r a l s i t e s .
Depth of t h e c u l t u r a l d e p o s i t s v a r i e s from s h a l l o w t o deep over t h e a r e a ,
w i t h i n c r e a s i n g depth a p p a r e n t a l o n g t h e edge of t h e t e r r a c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y The site prior to construction was obscured by a heavy vegetation cover which created some disruption to the shallow portions of the site during clearing operations. Vegetation along the Brazos River bottomland consists of oak, ash, elm, pecan, willow, and sycamore. Much of the area today has massive thick growths of understory plants.
The site when tested was covered with grasses and vines and had few open areas of exposed surface. Heavy growth of vines and tall weeds which are principally ragweed predominate in areas outside of the right-of-way. This fragment i s marginally considered a s an arrowpoint. P r i n c i p a l l y , i t comprises a broken f l a k e with retouch t o form a s m a l l stem and b a r b . The edges a l s o have been retouched and a r e uneven. The f l a k e is t h i n , less t h a n 2 mm i n t h i c k n e s s . The fragment i s t o o incomplete t o be typed.
Provenience i s T e s t Unit 4 , Level 1.
FRAGMENTS
A t o t a l of f i v e p r o j e c t i l e p o i n t fragments was recovered ( Fig. 6H-K ).
There were two t h a t could be considered d a r t p o i n t fragments and t h r e e t h a t w e r e arrowpoint fragments.
Other Bif a c e s AWL OR PERFORATOR (Fig. 7A) 
The b i t of t h i s t o o l i s t o t a l l y b i f a c e d and i s t h i c k r e l a t i v e t o i t s width.
There i s no apparent edge wear. 
RECOMMENDATIONS
Depending upon future utilization of the remaining portion of the site, it is believed that additional testing or complete excavation of the intact deep deposits is warranted.
The potential for additional burials is indicated as well as the potential for continued study of cultural sequences from stratigraphic contexts.
The potential for culturally related features, i.e., hearths, is also present, particularly at the lower, less disrupted depths.
The presence of a burial and the stratification of cultural components
indicate that the Reading Site should be considered for inclusion within the National Register of Historic Places. 
